
O
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE
MISSION
The SAOSC is a volunteer committee
of the Town of San Anselmo.
We exist to identify and preserve
valuable open space lands, viewsheds,
and trails located in San Anselmo and
the greater Ross Valley.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Jonathan Braun, Co-Chair
Stanley Radtke, Co-Chair
Kathleen Sanders, Treasurer
Daniel Krebs, Secretary
Linda Hoch
Leonard Charles
Brian Crawford
Peter Horn
Karin Ludwig
René Voss
Jack Warner
Paul Foxx
Nancy Grover
Phoebe Weisiger Vallas

TO CONTACT THE SAOSC
San Anselmo Town Hall
525 San Anselmo Avenue
San Anselmo, CA 94960
415.258.4600
saopenspace@yahoo.com
www.SanAnselmoOpenSpace.org

The Committee meets the third
Wednesday of every month at Town
Hall. Please feel free to join us.
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One of San Anselmo’s loveliest 
parks is unknown to most resi-
dents, though it has been a town 
open space preserve for 45 years.  
The most visible part of Faudé 
Park is D Hill, the grassy hillside 
rising above Sir Francis Drake 
High School.  In former years, the 
new senior class would chalk a 
huge “D” there, along with their 
year.  The “D” has apparently 
gone out of style, but a new “19” 
has just appeared.

But D Hill is just a small part 
of the 14-acre preserve, and en-
joying the rest of the park takes a 
bit of exploration.  The only sign 
indicating the park’s presence 
is at the south entrance at the 
corner of Oakland and Alderney 
Avenues.  A group of neighbors, 
the Friends of Faudé Park, erect-
ed the sign and built the bridges 
and steps that lead up into the 
park.  The trail runs up the east-
ern flank of the hill above Oak-
land Avenue.  At a junction with 
a step, turn left to go up to the 
fire road.  Follow the road across 

Unknown Gem –
C. Frederick Faudé Park

a saddle and climb to the bench 
on top of D Hill, which offers great 
views of San Anselmo, Fairfax, 
Bald Hill, and Mount Tamalpais.  
You can even see the towers of 
San Francisco.  Just north of the 
bench a trail to the left leads to 
the west entrance on Wood Court.  
The main trail returns to the fire 
road which ends at the north 
entrance on Tomahawk Drive.  A 
walking path just before the north 
entrance allows you to make a 
loop hike, taking you back to your 
starting point.

Geologically, the park is in the 
Franciscan mélange dating from 
the end of the Cretaceous period 
(dinosaurs!) to the Eocene, about 
sixty million years old.  It is now 
covered with a forest of oaks, ma-
drone, bay, and toyon.  It features 
bounteous wildflowers from early 
spring to late fall, and is home 
to black-tailed deer, coyote, fox, 
squirrels, jackrabbits, and lizards, 
as well as a wide variety of birds 
from hummingbirds to vultures.

_ continued on page 2
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The land for the park was do-
nated to San Anselmo by Charles 
Frederick Faudé on December 
11, 1973.  His only requirements 
were that the town preserve the 
land as public open space and 
that it carry his name.  Frederick 
Faudé was born in San Francisco 
in 1893 and studied art at the 
Sorbonne.  He became an antique 
furniture dealer and had show-
rooms in San Francisco and Sau-
salito.  He became wealthy and 
collected Asian art, particularly 
jade.  He also had an extensive 
collection of paintings of Ameri-
can Indians by Grace Carpenter 
Hudson, along with Native Amer-
ican art.  Faudé lived on Waverly 
Place near the Seminary with his 
partner, restaurateur Louis Fo-
erster.  He loved to hike the hills 
of San Anselmo with his dogs.  In 
1944, he bought the double hill-
top that would become the park.

The year after he donated the 
park, San Anselmo mayor Martin 
Blinder proposed that D Hill be 
designated an area for “suitable 
public sunbathing,” clothing 
optional.  Even in Marin in the 
1970’s, that didn’t fly. Irate citi-
zens shouted down the proposal 
at a raucous Town Council meet-
ing.  Faudé said he was against 
the idea because it might prevent 
some people from going there, 
and his park was for everyone.  
The nude park proposal quickly 

disappeared.
Faudé made substantial dona-

tions to the Asian Art Museum in 
San Francisco, which has a room 
in his name.  The rest of his col-
lection went to the Palm Springs 
Art Museum.  When Faudé died in 
1992 at the age of 98, his estate, 
worth more than three million 

C. Frederick Faudé Park - continued

dollars, was divided among local 
charities.  Whether or not you 
have visited his unknown gem, 
all the residents of San Anselmo 
should be grateful to Mr. Faudé for 
his beautiful park.

For more information about 
Faudé Park, visit http://sanansel-
moopenspace.org/faudefriends/. 
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For those of us who take 
solace in the beauty 
and healing effects of 
our natural surround-
ings, the last few years 

have taken a heavy emotional 
toll.  The constant assault on 
the environment, on our lands, 
oceans, lakes and air through the 
rollbacks of protections by the 
EPA and the Endangered Species 
Act leaves us feeling helpless, 
even hopeless.  But as treasurer 
of the San Anselmo Open Space 
Committee, I know that our 
work to preserve over 68 acres 
of sensitive habitats and ridge-
lines in the Ross Valley has made 
a difference, a difference in the 
quality of life for ourselves, and 
the delicate balance of nature 
that surrounds us.  The work our 
committee members do as volun-
teers is bolstered every time one 
of us stumbles upon the elusive 
Spotted Owl perched above the 
Deer Park trail, a bobcat pounc-

A Unique Sense of Joy
ing in the tall grasses of Bald 
Hill, or a pair of fawns bounding 
through a forest like puppies at 
play.  This interaction with na-
ture brings us a sense of unique 
joy we never forget.  

The SAOSC is proud of the job 
we have done to preserve those 
68 acres, proud of the trails we 
have built and the access to open 
spaces that we have defended.  
With the summit of Bald Hill 
always our top priority, please 
consider making a donation to 
the San Anselmo Open Space 
Committee Fund.  Since our 
members are strictly volunteers, 
100% of donations made to this 
Fund is tax deductible, (monies 
that we raise at our Annual Bene-
fit are also used for other expens-
es, such as printing and mailing 
costs).  You can make this dona-
tion today knowing that, at least 
in the Ross Valley, you can make 
a real and significant difference.

Thank You!     
Kathleen Sanders - Treasurer

The San Anselmo Open Space Committee Fund

 ________ $50       ________ $100 ________ $150  ________ Other  
 

Name  __________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________         State _________         Zip ________________

Phone ________________________________      E-mail ________________________________________
 
 Please make checks out to:   Please mail to:
 Town of San Anselmo OSC Fund San Anselmo Open Space Committee c/o Town Hall
  Your gift is tax-deductible. 525 San Anselmo Avenue
  San Anselmo, CA  94960 
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Spotted Owl. Photo by René Voss
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Open Space Views
is produced as an informational 
service to the residents of San 
Anselmo and the Ross Valley, 
and is funded by contributions 
to the Open Space Committee. 
Articles and photos by  
Committee members.

For the 29th year in a 
row, the San Anselmo 
Open Space Committee 
hosted its Spring Benefit 
featuring a special eve-

ning with old and new friends, fab-
ulous food and a fascinating pro-
gram. We were especially blessed 
with a special appearance of U.S. 
Representative Jared Huffman who 
presented his personal perspective 
and insights on critical environ-
mental issues currently facing the 
nation and us. He also honored 
the Open Space Committee with 
a Certificate of Special Congres-
sional Recognition. Additionally, 
this year’s program examined 
the wildlife that inhabits Mount 
Tam and addressed our ability 
to peacefully co-exist with these 
animals. Dr. Lisette Arellano, One 

Annual Spring Benefit for Open Space:
 A CELEBRATION OF NATURE! 

Tam Community Science Program 
Manager, presented vivid footage of 
the unique wildlife that lives and 
thrives in and around Mt. Tam. 
One of her goals is to discover the 
overall population numbers and 
the range of habitation of these an-

imals. SAOS thanks the Honorable 
Jared Huffman and Dr. Arellano 
for their generous gifts of time and 
knowledge! Be sure to keep an eye 
out for our invitation to our next 
benefit on April 27th 2019!
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Left to right: Stan Radtke, Karin Ludwig, Danny Krebs, Kathy Sanders, 
Paul Foxx, Jared Huffman, Linda Hoch, Jonathan Braun, Rene’ Voss, 
Brian Crawford. Photo by Elliot Karlan


